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NEGRO IN THE WARS

HaL John P Greens Eloquent and Soholarij

Memorial Oaj Address

Pictures That Lire In History
Pictures or Battl flelds upon
which Black Men for
Freedom and National Integrity

Wisdom or the War

Memorial Day was fittingly observed

yesterday by the colored people of the
District of Columbia The exercises

were held at Harmony Cemetery under
the auspices of Frederick Douglass Post
G A of which Major Charles R
Douglass is commander A vast con-

course of ciiizens was in attendance and
the sacred significance of the occasion
was reflected in eloquent oratory patri
otic songs and martial music The ad

John P Green of Ohio United States
Stamp Agent and former member of the
Senate of the Buckeye State The speech

was one of the best ever heard here It
was fervent in sympathy for the soldier
dead full of cheer for the surviving
comrades and abounded in optimism for
the future of the race for whose wel-

fare the white headstones before him
gave out a mute but convincing testi-

mony of love and sacrifice Mr Greens
utterance was greeted by frequent ap-

plause the recital of the valor of Negro
troops evoking especial acclaim In the
pathetic passages dealing with memories-

of the old days of 6i65 the stillness
was as that of the grave and strong-
men were moved to tears THE COLORED

AMERICAN is pleased to present here in
full the admirable address of Mr
Green He said

MX GESS S rATXIOTlC A3DSES5

Mr Commandant Brethren of Frederick
Douglass Post G A and Fellow
Citizens
The gea Frederick Douglass once

said It will be a sad day for any peo-

ple when they no longer have in their
isuijt any great men to whom they can
look for guidance and example in the

i v

moral glory
in the presence of our

who have before u
It fciKbe a day for any people when
they no icnger hallow the memory of
those 10 whose deeds of they can
lock for inspiration and emulation in
every sphere of and patriotic ac-

tivity
Nor is this sentiment expressed by me

in any sense an original idea for as far
any sense an original idea for as far
luck as history and eyes traditionary
lore can carry us we find that in

this truth was constantly kept before

tie of the In Egypt even
there sublime pyramids were rais-

ed to kiss the clouds and the
heroes of and effort were

not only chemically embalmed in
story and in song their noble deeds were
blazoned forth to the world and handed

k wn in papyri and hieroglyphic in-

scriptions Nay more on great
fete and days the remains were
brought and stood in suitable

were bring rehearsed they Uvcisseives

were the of all eyes
In China the emulation of the worthy

deeds of by the precept and
of Confucius has for

many centuries-
In Greece t

razed the Trojan capital of Priam to
ground and sent the dauntless Aeneas

an for the homeless
their worshippers the

marble the classic futures o

art centers of the ci3ized world
Similarly in ancient Rotes incense-

s erected to he
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august functionaries in some instances
even while they still strutted and fretted
upon this mortal stage of action while
in our own beloved land the names of the
Pilgrim Fathers and the Revolutionary
Sires are ever hallowed and revered

In the presence of such wellknown
historical facts little need is there of an
apology on our part that we are here

to recall the times which produced
these giants to laud their patriotism and
martial valor and to search in the con
ditions of the present auspicious omens
for the future

The stage upon which ur heroes acted
their part was as large as our whole land

the drama in which they were

nation and the freeing of a people they
were inspired love of liberty and
patriotic ardor while they played
attentive audience composed of the whole
civilized world

The times which molded and fashioned
heroic men were in some respects

unique never before had such existed
in this country and let us pray God that
they may never again afflict us

From the inception of our Government
down to the beginning of the great Re
bellion for the destruction of the Union
the moral forces of our land had been
arrayed against that pestiferous evil

not inaptly termed by one
the sum of all villainies by another

likened to the great Upas tree the touch
of which is fatal to living forms and
also to that strange plant of the Anti
podes facetiously called the lawyer
vine which entwirrhtg some tree
of the forest in its close embrace finally
smothers it in its relentless folds and
then proudly victorious stands in its
stead

Those were the times when men of
nerve intellect and moral courage were
in demand and when in titanic struggle
quarter was neither asked nor granted

Tore Hells concave and beyond
Frighted the reign of Chaos and old

Night
First and foremost among those who

buckled on his armor in the beginning of
the last century was that earnest Quak-
er Benjamin Lundy with his Genius
of Universal Emancipation
and his Union Humane Society organiz-
ed at Mount Pleasant Ohio

During the third decade of the same
century we rind Elijah P Love joy toil
ing contending and dying in the cause
of human in the State of Illinois

Then along old William Lloyd
Garrison speaking publishing newspa
pers and generally contending for
Emancipation as the right of the slave

and the duty of the master disclaiming-
all temporizing all makeshifts all com
promises condemning colonization and
everything else that involved or implied
affiliation or sympathy with slavehold
ers His motto was Our Country Is
the World Our Countrymen Are all
Mankind

Sometimes languishing like the Apos-
tles of Christ in prison and again being
hauled through the streets with a rope
around his neck he fought the good

arc lived to see the
of h dewiest hope

A till and stately man of sombre hue
shies his castor into the arena and fresh
from the bosonr of the hated antagonist
his knowledge and his recent sufferings
inspire in him a mortal hatred and arm
hint for the fray Do you ask his name
It is that stalwart veteran who never
wearying of the strife even after the
Prrclamtior had been issued girded
hhn f for that new and weHnigh in-

terminable struggle for equal rights in
the spirit of the law It is he who at
the close of a long eventful and useful
life received the conquerors crown It
is that earnest stately faithful patriot
phiiospnbcr Frederick Douglass

Towering shove the rabble who despise
and deride him another form conspicu-
ous for its gearing and commanding in

speech us one to whom
high birth riches and the learning of ill
the schools are as nothing unless they
can be nude to serve the cause of hu-
manity In the of oratory and fo
rea ic rt where the silver tongue hoc
iye d intents logic sway the
masses he tales without a peer and in
earnest uKiaphor well may be exclaim
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And camnd be he that first cries Hold
enough

Wendell Philips if you please whose
neMM ry is in bloom and ever

be as long as knowledge liberty
niul truth remain immortal

Then in the midst of a countless
throng conspicuous by that martyre
crown which adorns his brow Old John
Brown c me marching on He the stal-

wart preacher of Liberty Justice and
Right a man who died for his cause

comes marching on In the forefront of
the fray giving and receiving blows ia
behalf of his cause he is stricken down
and afterward like his Saviour whom
he loved he was hung to a tree but

His soul goes marching on
But who can call this roll of honor or

more than casually glance at the won-
derful list of heroes each of whom has
gone or in Gods good time will go to
wear a victors crowns

Suffice it to say that in the pace of

persecution and physical violence they
succeeded in arousing the attention of
the fairminded people of this and other
countries to the great iniquity and in
promoting a sentiment which may be
likened to Byrons description of a pop-

ular tumult
At first it grumbles then it swears and

then
Like David flings smooth pebbles gainst

a giant
At last it takes to weapons such as nun
Snatch when despair makes human

hearts less pliant

The foundations of the accursed insti-
tution were shaken and it toppled from
its proud pedestal to rise no more

Does the foregoing inspire the thought
that like another Jericho these ramparts
fell at the winding of a rams horn Per
ish the thought in the presence of these
hallowed graves and these our living
veterans who bear the visible tokens of
sirife and suffering in the holy cause

It was no innovation in the martial ex-
periences of the people of this country to
enlist colored soldiers to tight for its
cause beneath the Stars and Stripes
for rot only during the

but also at New Orleans during the
War of 1812 colored men had sealed
with their blood their patriotism love
and devotion for this their native land
However since those days the country
had prospered so greatly and the slave
power had gained such an ascendency
not only in the lawmaking body of the
ration but even in the hearts and minds
of the average politician that when col-

ored men sought to enlist they met
only with a refusal but in one instance
a stern rebuff This is a white mans
war said the late Governor David Ted

who sought his friendly offices toward
the enlistment of colored troops during
the early stages of the war and white
men are going to fight its battles With
dearer vision however did that match-
less Pathfinder General John C Fre-
mont commanding the Army of the
Vest in August 1861 and that other
grizzled patriot General David Hunter
commanding the Army of the South
in May iSdz see the signs of the times
and had their orders been left to have
full sway who can say that the body
and wasteful War of the Rebellion would
not have successfully terminated years
before it did

It is not within the scope oC this sd
dress however or befitting this occa-
sion to relate in detail all the struggles
and disappointments which were experi-
enced before the ranks of the Union
Army opeied for the receptions of their
brothers in black

Let it suiace to say that with the treat
Proclamation of emancipation opposi-
tion ceased and front that time down to
he present day colored men have coatin-

ued to wear and honor that blue which is
known and

The total number of Negro soldiers
furnished by the States and Territories
luring the Rebellion as stated by the
late George W Williams in his Negro
Troops in the Rebellion was 1 5973-
of course this has no reference to many
thousands of colored men who served in
the army as teamsters laborers and ser

ia other capacities
Nor mest we forget that at the tine

when raaay of these trcaps were en
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listed they were offered as compensan
for their services the meager
per month while the white soldiers
receiving 13 for the same

In addition to the foregoing 3thy of that troops were enlisted in the face of fact that
Ccnfederate Government had
ed Proclamation of Jefferson
Dec 23 1862 that no quarter would
given to Negroes captured wrjj ar
their hands

Jown in history as one of the mo cruel
and heartless butcheries on record when
with the rebel yell of No quarter1
Major N B Forest at the head a
division of rebel cavalry attacked ac l
unmercifully butchered five hundred and
fiftyseven colored troops under con
mand of Maor L F Booth of thr fa
ion Army after they had

The historian tells us As rapidly a

ed and the Negroes believing that no
mercy would be then rushed at
top speed down the bluffs to the
The enemy pursued and shot then dam
as soon as overtaken Many of the
wounded to escape brutal
feigned death but they were rermd b
cruel kicks and blows compelled to nut
to their knees and then shot

It was not Jong however Wforr
enemy were given to understand by a
threatened reciprocal policy on the pat
of the Government of the United

by the bravery of the colored troop
ii action that the rules of modrrn wa-
rfare could not thus be set at defiance
without incurring a terrible retahatK

the deeds and the practice was discos
tinned

At the Battle of Fort WagrT th
Fiftyfourth Massachusetts regiment rf
infantry led by that chivalric and in-

domitabJe scion of one of Mas rhusftt
most refined and cultured white families

a charge oa the for and to
extent eves within the fort which wotild
have honored the Greeks a Maratb a

or the English at Balaklava
In the of the same

= The column advanc d qrixh
to the perilous work The ramparts cf
Wagner flashed with seal arms and
all

ered a destructive crossfire whiff the

howitrers in the bastions raked the drtcb
bet the gallant Negro regiment wept
across it and gained the Herr
the of this regiment was planted

ed and here the brave the beautiful and
heroic Colonel Shaw was sainted by

death and kissed by immortality
The contest endured for about an h sr

with nearly all of its omcera dead or

wounded was withdrawn under fjv

command of Captain Luis F Erriltf
Another battle which opened the eSP

of the civilized world to the fact the

Negro troops foenea worthy the

steel of the most gallant troops on earth
wss that of Olustec in the

States Colored Troops the
Carolina and the Fiftyfourth Mis

Colored We sr
that Although the battle of Ou t

not a victory yet it furnisher ar
for martial valor of the

order and tree opportunity rii ilp-

reciated and embraced by
but by lone snore than the gslsrr
regiments

At the battle of Fort Fisher r
nungtoc N C the colored tr w

appreciation of the duce vh
were serving and ia some r
were found heaped in pies wrh

had died rather than fail
At New Market Heights wh
strategic of great

late General
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and of the colored troop
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